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Report from the California Genealogical Society and Library

CGS moved into the blogosphere last November, with
the introduction of the California Genealogical Society
and Library blog: http://calgensoc.blogspot.com/.

A blog, short for Web-log, is a website with regularly
added new information, usually displayed in reverse
chronological order. The CGS blog is a great ool for dis-
seminating news about the society’s events, meetings,
projects and volunteers. The blog is also accessible from
the CGS Web site: http://calgensoc.org/. Anyone may
subscribe to the e-News by submitting an e-Mail address
in the sign up box on the blog.

Library

Cataloging continues with other media now that book
collection is fully available on the CGS online catalog.
Volunteers under the direction of Arlene Miles have just
completed an inventory of all our periodicals and they
will soon be available on our Web site. The Vertical File
index has been scanned and digital images are available
on our in-house computers. The manuscript collection
has been indexed. Next in line: cataloguing of the micro-
form materials and the CD-ROM collection.

Projects

CGS has embarked on an ambitious new project with
The Peralta Hacienda Historical Park. The six-acre park
in the Fruitvale district of Oakland includes the restored
1870 home of Antonio Peralia and preserves the lost
legacy of the 44,800-acre Peralta rancho that once cov-
ered nearly all of present-day Alameda County. As part of
the extensive renovation, a wall exhibit of the Peralta
Family Tree is planned. A team of CGS volunteers is hard
at work on the Peralta family history. Genealogical mate-

rial and stories about family members are being sought.
If you have any information, please email the society and
put PERALTA project in the subject line.

In a cooperative effort with SFeernealogy.com, the San
Francisco Public Library and the Utah Genealogical Asso-
ciation, CGS is participating in the San Francisco Mortuary
Records Indexing Project. The records of 14 defunct mor-
tuaries, stored by the Halsted Gray Mortuary in San Fran-
cisco, date back to the 1850s. Indexing of the earliest
records, up to 1920, will soon commence at the Family
Search Indexing Web site. Anyone interested in participat-
ing can sign up at: http://www.familysearchindexing.org/.

Events
CGS members Gloria Hanson, Patricia Smith, and Laura
Spurrier will present a Scandinavian Research Workshop
on Saturday, June 14, 2008, at 10:00 a.m., at the CGS Li-
brary. The workshop will provide lecture material, refer-
ence lists, websile recommendations and individual
assistance on the research of Sweden, Norway and Den-
mark. The class is limited to 15 people and is free to
members. There is a $10 fee for non-members, which
can be applied toward membership on the day of the
event. Parking behind the library building at 2201 Broad-
way, Oakland is FREE on Saturdays.
Internationally known speaker, Nora Keohane Hickey,
will present four lectures in “A Day of Irish Information”
on Wednesday, July 9, 2008, at the Berkeley Yacht Club.
The event fee is $25; boxed lunches are available for pur-
chase. For full information, visit the CGS Web site at:
http://calgensoc.org and download the seminar registra-
tion form.

— Jane Knowles Lindsey

Spotlight on California Genealogical Research Facilities

A series of articles about places to do research around the state

Research in Inyo County
by Susan M. Hillier Roe

Eastern California Museum
155 N. Grant St., Independence
http://www.inyocounty.us/ecmuseum/index.html

The place to go for research in Inyo County is the county
seatl, Independence. That is where the courthouse is lo-
cated. It is also the home of the Eastern California Mu-
seum, a great place to research! This museum is located

at 155 No. Grant St. and open daily, except Tuesday,
from 10 AM to 5 PM. There are many in interesting ex-
hibits, indoors and out, with artifacts and pictures pertain-
ing to the history of Owens Valley and the Eastern Sierra
area. They also have a wonderful research room with
books and files. Among other things, the files contain in-
formation on some of the carly families of the area (in-
cluding mine!). If you wish to do some research, you may
want to call ahead so they will have someone prepared
to assist you. The phone number is 760-878-0364. Email
address is ecmuseum@inyocounty.us
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